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Okay, so here’s an idea
• What if  I made a page in Moodle about the musical 

Annie?
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• I’ll add this page to it’s own topic in my course.
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• Can I access this page from a label?
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Can I 
make this
link to..

…this 
page?

Yes you can!
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Just link to this URL!



@kshuntley#PukunuiTips @kshuntley

Can I do this with 
anything? Even with an 

activity like a quiz?

Sure. You can do this 
with anything in Moodle. 
Just link to the URL of the 

activity.
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What if…

…I moved these things to a 
different section?

No problem. The links you 
made would still work.
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What if…

…I hid the topic so students 
couldn’t see these 

activities?

That would NOT 
work.

By hiding them, they are 
inaccessible…
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…but…
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…it turns out if you just 
delete the topic, your links 

will still work.
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Won’t students see these 
activities though?

No, they can only be 
seen when you turn editing 
on. But they can be accessed 

always.



• This is the Orphaned Activities 
hack. 

• Very useful if  you want to do 
something creative with your 
course. 

• For instance you can use an 
image map for navigation. 

• You do need to know a little 
HTML code for this, but a site 
like Image Map Generator 
will help.
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https://www.image-map.net/


Hate the Moodle icons?
• Hate the Moodle icons? 

• Move the discussion to it’s own topic at the bottom 

• Orphan it 

• Create a label, add a link, and pick a new icon from 
Font Awesome (if  your theme uses Font Awesome)
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http://fontawesome.io/
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You’ve turned 
this 

into this



• “This looks like a very sneaky trick, but is it official?” 

• No, it’s totally a hack. 

• You’re using Moodle in a way that isn’t wrong, but 
certainly wasn’t designed to do this. 

• It’s “repurposing” Moodle topics in a clever way. 

• So clever that Moodle has taken note…
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• Moodle 3.3 
• Stealth Activities 

• Orphaned Activities made official!
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Your activities can 
now be accessed but are 

hidden.

So I could link to 
this maybe in a Book 

activity!



Thank You! 
Questions? 

Continue the conversation: 

@kshuntley#PukunuiTips @kshuntley

@kshuntley

www.linkedin.com/in/kshuntley/

www.scott.technology

scott@pukunui.com


